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Max stepped away and alec pushed his way in letting the door swing half shut behind him isabelle was kneeling in the embrasure of the window beside her bed her
gold whip coiled around her left arm she was wearing her hunting gear the tough black trousers and skintight shirt with their silvery near invisible design of runes her
boots were buckled up to her knees and her black hair whipped in the breeze from the open window she glared at him reminding him for a moment of nothing more
than hugo hodge s black raven
Alec had had enough he whipped a blade from the sheath at his wrist twisted and slashed it through the whip around his ankles the electrum wire parted with a snap
and he sprang to his feet as isabelle drew her arm back the wire hissing around her
Alec raced to the window and stared out in horror but there was nothing to see just the garden of the institute far below brown and empty and the narrow path that led
up to the front door there were no screaming pedestrians on ninety sixth street no cars pulled over at the sight of a falling body it was as if jace had vanished into thin
air
The sound of water woke him it was a heavy repetitive soundu2014water sloshing against something solid over and over as if he were lying in the bottom of a pool that
was rapidly draining and refilling itself there was the taste of metal in his mouth and the smell of metal all around he was conscious of a nagging persistent pain in his
left hand with a groan simon opened his eyes
He was lying on a hard bumpy metal floor painted an ugly gray green the walls were the same green metal there was a single high round window in one wall letting in
only a little sunlight but it was enough he d been lying with his hand in a patch of it and his fingers were red and blistered with another groan he rolled away from the
light and sat up
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